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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

January/February NEWSLETTER 2020 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

Happy New Year to you all! 

I am sure the years are flying past much quicker 
than they used to.  

As I write this there are flood warnings locally in 
the Somerfords. I think the weather has gone 
crazy – so much rain yet we still have cracks in 
the lawn since summer. 

The garden club programme will continue with 
an excellent selection of speakers. If any 

members have a topic or know of a speaker who 
would be of interest please speak to George the 
programme organiser. This year we can look 
forward to the Plant Sale and the Show, and 
more details will be given later.  

I wish you all a fruitful season. 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2020 

Your annual subscription is due for payment. It has been held at £7.00 for single membership or £10.00 for joint 
membership. We have been able to achieve this due to our healthy financial position. As you are aware from the 
accounts we have been running at a loss in recent years. 

Attached to this newsletter is a combined subscription and Data Consent Form. I request that you complete and 
sign the form. This is in order that the Club conforms to the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) and other 
Data Protection legislation. 

If you have any queries, please contact me.  Prompt payment would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you 

Sean O’Shea 

 

Tasks for January/February 
             

 
 Continue to plant roses – weather permitting 

 Examine roses for ‘wind rock’ and firm in 

 Continue pruning climbing roses, honeysuckle, 
summer jasmine etc. 

 Cut out canker on fruit trees and paint over 
with pruning compound 

 Prune apple and pear trees, but not if frost 
persists 

 Spray peach and nectarine against leaf curl 
with copper fungicide 

 Continue spraying fruit bushes and trees with 
a winter wash 

 Continue clearing herbaceous plant tops 

 Cut down summer flowering clematis in 
February – check variety first! 

 Prune back winter jasmine after flowering 

 Examine all stored corms, bulbs and tubers 

 Set up early potatoes in trays to sprout 

 Sow early broad beans and wrinkled pea 
varieties 

 Sow early carrots and parsley under frames 

 Plant shallots in late February 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
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MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

Monday 13 January 2020 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Illustrated on screen: Flower & vegetable quizzes 
Gill Hazel 

Gill runs Great Western Gladiolus and gives talks on sweet 

peas, gladiolus and rare and unusual bulbs. She has given the 

club several talks before   

Saturday 8 February 2020 

10.00am-4.00 pm at Malmesbury Town Hall 

The Garden Club will be represented at the  
Malmesbury Community Day 

when various organisations will be coming together to show 

what is going on in and around Malmesbury 

Monday 10 February 2020 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

A talk on Highgrove 
Mary Tidmarsh 

Mary is a guide showing people around Highgrove gardens. 

She has a great understanding of the gardens and the history 

of the place 

Monday 9 March 2020 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

Garden plants and their pollinators 
Nick Wray 

Nick is curator of the University of Bristol Botanic Garden 

Monday 13 April 2020 

7.30pm in the Charlton Village Hall 

To be confirmed 

Saturday 23 May 2020 

From 8.00am at the Market Cross 

Annual Plant Sale 
 

Saturday 27 June 2020 

Corston Garden Visit 

Details to be announced 

Saturday 25 July 2020 

In the Charlton Village Hall 

Annual Show 

 

DECEMBER MEETING AND AGM . . . . 

The Club’s AGM was swiftly dealt with in a business like fashion, all reports having been previously 
circulated. The important financial report by our Treasurer showed the club in good health and as a 
result our subs remain at £7.  

An excellent attendance then saw Mrs Margaret Bayliss demonstrate to 
us what can be done with a potato!  There was only a little of ‘one I did 
earlier’ because Margaret talked us through step by step and made a 
beautiful Christmas wreath. The seating for the evening was arranged so 
that everyone could see and hear everything Margaret did, and at the 
conclusion everyone present felt they were capable of creating their own 
decoration. It was a very pleasant evening – many members had brought 

festive foliage to share with others – some going home later with arms full of greenery, fir cones and 
little oak bases. This happy ‘Christmas’ meeting concluded with a bounteous seasonal buffet and hot 
drinks, Louise being warmly thanked as ‘The founder of the feast’!  

Derek 



Page | 3  
 

 

 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

My compost heap measured 4 feet square last year, 
on inspection it looks quite good. It contains on 
various levels cut back herbaceous tops, layers of 
grass cuttings, thin layers of garden soil, leaves, 
kitchen waste and various tops from the vegetable 
plot. Anything that has not composted enough will 
be put onto this year’s compost heap.  

An early flowering bulb . . . . 
An underrated bulb I have only seen in a few gardens 
(and I have worked in many): the humble iris. Yes, I 
have worked on the bearded iris border and other 
irises used for cutting such as the mixed Iris ensata, 
Iris siberica, Iris pumila (dwarf bearded iris), Iris 
germanica, dutch iris and Iris Louisiana which can 
reach a height of 3ft. No, the one iris I see little of in 
gardens is Iris reticulata. There are so many lovely 

colours that flower 
in January and 
February depending 
on the harshness of 
the winter. They 
can look very 
colourful when 
there is little else 
showing any colour. 
Nearly all of them 
reach only 15cm/6” 
in height, so are 
ideal for the front 

of a border, rockery or various types of pots or even 
hanging baskets. Iris reticulata comes predominantly 
in shades mauve and blue with white and yellow 
markings; even so the colours of the flowers can be 
mixed.  I. reticulata Harmony, for instance, is deep 
velvety blue with a clear yellow line and white 
flecked 
tongue, 
lovely in a 
large 
group. I. 
reticulata 
is bright 
clear blue, 
again a 
group 
planting 
stands out well. I. reticulata painted lady is ivory-

white flecked with pale dusky blue with small yellow 
markings. I can’t stress enough how these irises can 
make a bleak-looking garden look as if spring has 
arrived. Again the iris species has a few other 
varieties just as low-growing to offer flowering at the 
same time.  I. danfordiae has bright yellow flowers, 
ht10cm. I. histeriodes var. Sheila Ann, is pale blue 
with faint yellow and deep blue markings and I. 
histeriodes var. Katharine Hodgkin, is blue and 
golden yellow with dark blue spots, a large flower 
with orchid-like patterns. Lastly, although a little 
taller, is Iris bucharia, golden yellow to almost white, 
ht 30cm. 

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Iris chrysogaphes (black form): deepest purple, 
almost black, flowering June/July; ht 50cm.  

 

Pests’ paradise . . . . 

Winter moth: small holes are eaten in newly 
emerged spring foliage on fruit and other trees and 
shrubs. The pale green caterpillars loosely bind 
leaves together with silk threads. The caterpillars 
also eat fruit blossom and make holes in apple 
fruitlets causing badly misshapen fruits. Place fruit 
tree grease or grease bands around trunk of tree and 
large branches to stop females crawling up tree and 
laying eggs. Otherwise spray with Bug Clear or 
Provado early spring as leaves emerge. These are the 
caterpillars of the winter moth emerging between 
late autumn and mid winter. 

 

Plants to enjoy in January/February  
Iris reticulata, Galanthus (snowdrop), Muscari (grape 
hyacinth), Mahonia, Garrya eliptica, Pyracantha, Skimmia 
japonica, Helleborus niger (Christmas rose), crocus, Daphne 
mezereum, Jasminum nudiflorum (winter jasmine). 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

As I write this there is more mud on my wellingtons 
than on the vegetable garden – that’s the only 
trouble with harvesting winter vegetables.  

A helping hand . . . .  

The spring and summer seasons would not be as 
productive if it were not for the attraction of 
beneficial insects. Many plants will bring these 
insects into the garden. Borage, mint, marjoram and 

a number of plants and shrubs surrounding the 
vegetable plot are helpful, such as buddleia, 
gypsophila, alyssum, honeysuckle and sunflowers. 
Some of the beneficial insects include bees, 
lacewings, hoverflies, ladybirds and butterflies. 
Ladybirds, which also like a feed on aphids (whitefly, 
greenfly, blackfly), are very much loved especially by 
children. Hoverflies are good pollinators, as are flies,  

wasps and bees, as they visit each flower in turn. 
Bumble bees are good for early flowers because 
honeybees only fly in warmer weather. Of course 
insects pollinate the flowers as they move from plant 

to plant. Beetles move about in cold wet conditions 
when other insects cannot fly, performing a similar 
function. Below are lists of plants and the beneficial 
insects they attract.  

 

 Plants Beneficial 
insects they 
attract 

Herbs Mint, chives, 
thyme, dill, lovage, 
borage, rosemary, 
sage 

Hoverflies, 
bees, 
ladybirds, 
butterflies 

Herbaceous 
plants 

Sedum, Monarda 
(bergamot), 
Nepeta, 
Campanula, Shasta 
daisy, Scabiosa, 
Gypsophila, 
Achillea, 
Rudbeckia, golden 
rod, delphinium 

Butterflies, 
bees, 
hoverflies, 
lacewings, 
ladybirds 

Shrubs Buddleia, roses, 
lilacs, lavender, 
Ribes (flowering 
currant), 
Philadelphus, 
Choisya 

Bees, 
ladybirds, 
lacewings, 
butterflies 

 

There are many other plants that also attract 
pollinators. 

Seasonal activities . . . . 

With what I think is a quiet time of year, it’s a good 
time to look through this year’s seed catalogues and 
place an order for the coming season. The ground at 
the moment is saturated and it’s not advisable to 
stand on it. If you should have to venture onto the 
vegetable plot a plank of wood is a good thing to 
stand on when removing the vegetables you need. 
Cover rhubarb now to get those early sticks. Placing 
covers over some of your strawberry plants will force 
them to fruit 2 or 3 weeks earlier than the rest. 
February is a good time, weather permitting, to sow 
wrinkled peas and broad beans; if you have frames, a 
sowing of an early variety of carrots, peas, spring 
onion, radish and salad will give you some early 
vegetables. Should you want to try asparagus now is 
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the time to order your plants. Two year old plants 
are best if you can get them; normally one year old 
plants are only available. Late February if available 
set up your early potatoes in a frost free area. Placing 
a sheet of clear polythene over a small area of your 
vegetable plot for a few weeks gives you warmer 
ground of a few degrees for that outdoor early 
sowing. 

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Perpetual spinach:  can be cut over a much longer 
period than true spinach. Sow April to July. Use 
young leaves in salads and harvest mature leaves 
from October to the following spring when the 
spinach plants will run to seed. Good disease 
resistance and slow to bolt. 

 

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Turnip gall weevil:  eggs are laid in the roots of 
turnips by adult beetles; rounded swellings are 
produced which enclose the grubs, which can be 
confused with club root disease. Exit holes on the 
swellings indicate grubs have left to pupate in the 
soil. Little impact on the growth of plants occurs. No 
chemical is available. 

 

Some vegetables to enjoy in Jan/Feb 

Savoy cabbage, parsnips, Jerusalem artichokes, curly kale, 
turnips, spinach, leeks, Brussels sprouts, swede, celeriac.  

From store: potatoes, carrots, shallots, onions. 

  

SOME NOTES FROM DEREK  

Show news . . . . 

Your committee have reviewed our July 2019 
Show and have booked the hall for 2020.  
Saturday 25 July 2020 – mark the date on your 
new calendar!  We have made a few changes to 
the schedule.  After some discussion and 
thoughts, we have made a change to the 
tomato classes.  Members will be aware that 
just a few years ago we just had the choice of 
‘outdoor’ or ‘greenhouse’ tomatoes; now there 

are so many 
varieties of 
the so-called 

‘cherry’ 
types that 
the RHS and 
the National 

Vegetable 
Society now 
call them 

‘small 
fruited’.  And 

some of them are very small fruited.  

Thompson and Morgan have a variety which 
they call ‘Berry’ – they are the size of very small 
grapes!   We know many of you like to grow 
these new novelties, and we are pleased to see 
them on the show bench, which is why we ask, 
if you do decide to show any new ‘novelty’ 
vegetables, would you please state, if possible, 
what the variety is.  

 

Now I know!  Garden peas . . . . 

At a recent talk on vegetables I asked “Why 
garden peas when they are not grown in what 
we know as ‘gardens’?”  The answer that it was 
a ’marketing ploy’ did not satisfy me.  I now 
understand that the distinction between ‘field 
peas’ and ‘garden peas’ dates from the early 
17th century.  Before that time peas were 
always 
harvested 
as mature 
seeds and 
stored dry.  
Green 
’garden’ 
peas, 
eaten 
immature and fresh, were a luxury.  It was 
recorded that ‘garden’ peas were introduced to 
the court of Louis XIV of France, and that they 
were often called ‘English’ peas.  

 

 

Riddle: What has no legs but can walk?    

Answer:  A pair of secateurs. 

Derek 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2020 
Subscriptions for 2020 are now due and can be paid at meetings or direct to 

Mr. Sean O’Shea, Redlands, West End, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5DA or 

The Club Post Box at E & S Hardware Store, High Street, Malmesbury. 

PLEASE SECURE CASH/CHEQUE IN AN ENVELOPE WITH THIS FORM   

Enclosed £7.00 single membership □         £10.00 double membership □     

 

1.  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms): ……………………………………………… Membership No. ……………………….. 

2.  (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms): ……………………………………………… Membership No. ……………………….. 

Tel. No. ……..…………………………. 

Address: ………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 

Email address.......................................................................................................... 

GDPR Declaration: 

  I authorise Malmesbury & District Garden Club to hold records of my personal details as necessary for the 

efficient running of the club.  These details include: 

- name and address 

- landline and mobile telephone numbers 

- email address (if disclosed) 

- application/renewal form 

- record of subscription payments 

  I am happy for Malmesbury & District Garden Club to communicate with me by email, by post and by 

telephone. 

  I am aware that I can request a copy of the details of my record and that I can ask for any inaccuracies to 

be amended or for records to be deleted. I am also aware that I can refer complaints to the Information 

Commissioner if I am not satisfied with the way my complaint has been dealt with.  

 

For further details contact Mr. Sean O’Shea at the address above. 

 

 

Signed: (1) ……………………………………………………………   (2) .…………………………………………………………… 

 

Thank you 

Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 


